
EMPOWERING INFLUENCERS 
AND COMMUNITIES FOR CLIMATE 
JUSTICE SOLUTIONS IN SOMALIA

REPORT 
2025



TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

Executive Summary 01

Introduction 02

Activity #1
Workshop on Role of Communities for 
Climate Justice Solutions in Somalia.                    

03

Activity #2
Somali Women 
Climate Conference 2025        

06

Activity #3
Environmental Grant Award                         

16

Activity #4
The Success Story of the  Lido Beach 
Cleanup Campaign in Mogadishu                          

18

Activity #5
Debate on the Role of Influencers and  C
ommunities for Climate Justice Solutions in Somalia.                         

20

Conclusion 21



Executive 
Summary
This report encapsulates the signifi-
cant activities and outcomes from a 
series of events aimed at promoting 
climate justice and environmental 
sustainability in Somalia. The activities 
included the "Role of Communities for 
Climate Justice Solutions" workshop 
held on June 1, 2025, the "Somali 
Women Climate Conference" on 
August 4, 2025, the Environmental 
Grant Award competition, the 
successful Lido Beach Cleanup 
Campaign held on August 21, 2025, 
and a debate on the role of influencers 
and communities in climate justice 
solutions conducted on August 
30, 2025.

The workshop emphasized the 
importance of empowering local 
communities and youth to take 
initiative in addressing climate 
challenges. It was marked by 
engaging presentations and 
discussions that highlighted the 
urgency of collective action and the 
need for innovative solutions to 
combat climate impacts.

The Somali Women Climate 
Conference focused on the unique 
challenges faced by Somali women in 
the context of climate change, 
advocating for their active 
involvement in decision-making 
processes and policy development. 
The conference provided a platform 
for sharing experiences and 
generating actionable outcomes to 
enhance women's roles in 
climate action.

The Environmental Grant Award 
recognized outstanding initiatives 
that promote climate action and 
environmental education. Notable 
projects included beach cleanups and 
art workshops, which engaged 
community members and raised 
awareness about climate issues.

The Lido Beach Cleanup Campaign 
showcased a grassroots effort that 
transformed one of Somalia's natural 
treasures, fostering community spirit 
and environmental stewardship.

Finally, the debate on the role of 
influencers and communities 
reinforced the significance of 
collaboration and dialogue among 
various stakeholders in promoting 
climate justice solutions.

Overall, these activities underscore the 
commitment of Somali communities, 
particularly women and youth, to 
tackle climate challenges through 
collaboration, innovation, and 
sustained engagement.
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Introduction
The escalating impacts of climate 
change pose significant challenges 
globally, with local communities often 
bearing the brunt of its effects, 
particularly in vulnerable regions like 
Somalia. In recognition of this 
pressing issue, a series of 
interconnected activities were 
organized to empower communities 
and encourage collective action
toward climate justice.

On June 1, 2025, the workshop titled 
"Role of Communities for Climate 
Justice Solutions in Somalia" set the 
stage for an engaging dialogue 
among stakeholders committed to 
addressing climate challenges. This 
was followed by the "Somali Women 
Climate Conference" on August 4, 
2025, which specifically focused on 
the unique experiences and 
contributions of Somali women in 
the climate discourse.

Additionally, the Lido Beach Cleanup 
Campaign took place on August 21, 
2025, showcasing a grassroots effort 
to restore one of Somalia's cherished 
natural assets. The final event, a 
debate on the role of influencers and 
communities in climate justice 
solutions, occurred on August 30, 
2025, emphasizing the importance 
of dialogue and collaboration.

These initiatives aimed not only to 
raise awareness but also to foster 
collaboration among various 
stakeholders, including government 
entities, civil society, and local 
communities. They provided 
platforms for sharing insights, 
generating actionable recommenda-
tions, and inspiring grassroots 
movements that advocate for 
sustainable practices.

This report details the events, 
discussions, and outcomes from these 
activities, illustrating the collective 
commitment of Somali communities 
to champion climate justice and 
environmental sustainability.
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Activity One: Workshop on Role of Communities 
for Climate Justice Solutions in Somalia.

Workshop Overview 
and Highlights

On June 1, 2025, the workshop kicked 
off with an inspiring welcome from 
Hani Asad Yasin, the Director of 
Programs at Action for Environment. 
Hani greeted the guests and 
participants with enthusiasm, setting 
the tone for an engaging and 
impactful session. She outlined the 
workshop's objectives, emphasizing 
the importance of "Empowering 
Influencers and Communities for 
Climate Justice Solutions in 
Somalia." Her words resonated with 
the audience, highlighting the crucial 
role that local communities play in 
addressing climate challenges and 
fostering sustainable practices.

Hani also provided a comprehensive 
overview of the African Activists for 
Climate Justice (AACJ) Project, a 
five-year initiative funded by the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
which is set to conclude at the end of 
this year. This project aims to bolster 
climate activism across Africa by 
empowering local leaders and 
communities to combat climate 
change while advocating for 
sustainable practices. She expressed 
heartfelt gratitude to OXFAM for their 
invaluable support in organizing the 
consultation workshop, emphasizing 
the collaborative effort necessary to 
tackle climate issues effectively.

Following Hani's remarks, Hafsa Omar 
Abdilahi, Director of the Department 
of Climate Change at the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 
(MoECC), officially opened the 
workshop, marking the beginning of 
an important dialogue among 
stakeholders committed to 
climate action.
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Saara Mukhtar Ali, Coordinator of 
the School Environmental Club at 
Action for Environment (A4E), 
delivered an engaging presentation 
on "Green Meetings and Events." Her 
insights served as a catalyst for raising 
awareness about the significance of 
organizing environmentally friendly 
events and minimizing our carbon 
footprint. She encouraged 
participants to rethink how they plan 
and execute meetings, emphasizing 
that every small step toward 
sustainability counts.

Fatima Ahmed Osman Gael, a 
Climate Change and Environmental 
Science Researcher, followed with an 
enlightening presentation on 
“Somalia’s Current Status of Climate 
Change: Challenges and Solutions.” 
Her thorough analysis provided a 
sobering look at the pressing issues 
facing Somalia while also outlining 
potential pathways forward. Fatima's 
expertise underscored the urgency of 
collective action and the need for 
innovative solutions to combat
climate impacts.

Abdikafi Hassan Abdi, Head of 
Research at the Institute of Climate 
and Environment of SIMAD 
University, addressed “The Role of 
Youth Activists and Influencers in 
Climate Justice.” He highlighted the 
vital contributions of the younger 
generation in driving change, 
stressing that youth activism is 
essential for shaping future policies 
and practices. His message resonated 
strongly, inspiring many participants 
to consider their own roles as 
advocates for climate justice.
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Hani Asad Yasin returned to the stage 
to present ‘Strategies for Empower-
ing Communities to Create Impact-
ful Climate Justice Solutions in 
Somalia’. She provided practical 
examples of successful initiatives and 
encouraged participants to take 
ownership of their local contexts, 
fostering a sense of agency 
and responsibility.

Participants then engaged in 
dynamic group discussions focused 
on the roles of youth and community 
influencers in taking climate action 
and advocating for climate justice. 
The collaborative atmosphere fostered 
insightful dialogues, and each group 
presented their findings, sharing
innovative ideas and potential 
strategies for engagement.

As the workshop drew to a close, Hani 
expressed her gratitude to all the 
presenters and participants, 
reinforcing the importance of 
collective efforts in addressing climate 
change challenges. She emphasized 
that the workshop was not just an 
event, but the beginning of a 
movement, inspiring participants to 
continue their commitment to 
climate justice. This collaborative 
spirit, fueled by shared knowledge 
and passion, sets a promising 
foundation for future initiatives aimed 
at creating a sustainable and 
resilient Somalia.
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Activity Two:
Somali Women Climate Conference 2025

 
Introduction 

On August 4, 2025, the Somali 
Women Climate Conference 
convened with a clear mission: to 
address the pressing challenges of 
climate change faced by Somali 
women. This year's theme, “Somali 
Women and Climate Justice: A Call to 
Action,” served as a rallying cry for 
participants to unite in their efforts to 
advocate for climate justice and
sustainable solutions.

The conference was initiated by 
Najma Khalif Mohamed, Director of 
Somali Women in Environment and 
Climate Change and Chair of the 
Somali Women Climate Conference. 
In her welcoming remarks, she 
emphasized the disproportionate 
impact of climate change on Somali 
women, highlighting their vital role in 
finding solutions and participating 
in decision-making processes.
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Objectives of the Somali 
Women Climate Conference

The Somali Women Climate 
Conference aims to achieve 
several key objectives:

1. Discuss the Effects of Climate Change on Somali Women: 
The conference provides a platform for participants to share 
experiences and insights related to the unique challenges 
Somali women face due to climate change.

2. Emphasize Women's Role in Addressing Environmental 
Issues: Recognizing that women play a critical role in 
environmental stewardship, the conference aims to highlight 
their contributions and empower them to take active roles in 
climate action.

3. Enhance Participation in Policy-Making: One of the primary 
goals is to encourage and facilitate greater involvement of 
women in environmental policy development, ensuring their 
voices are heard in decision-making processes.

4. Create a Connected Platform: The conference seeks to 
establish a network for Somali women to share ideas, 
experiences, and sustainable solutions regarding climate and 
environmental concerns.

5. Generate Actionable Outcomes: The conference aims to 
produce recommendations that can spur political change and 
social action, focusing on empowering women to take visible 
roles in climate awareness and advocacy.

6. Foster Collaboration: By establishing a collaborative platform 
that unites government, civil society, youth, and women, the 
conference emphasizes the importance of a unified voice 
representing Somali women in the pursuit of climate justice.
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Welcoming 
Remarks 

Najma Khalif Mohamed, Director of 
Somali Women in Environment and 
Climate Change and Chair of the 
Somali Women Climate Conference, 
welcomed participants at the opening 
of the conference. In her remarks, she 
emphasized the theme of this year’s 
gathering: “Somali Women and 
Climate Justice: A Call to Action.”

During her speech, Najma highlighted 
the significant impact of climate 
change on Somali women, noting that 
they are disproportionately affected 
compared to their male counterparts. 
She stressed the importance of 
women's involvement in finding 
solutions to these challenges and the 
necessity for them to partake in 
decision making processes related 
to climate change.

Najma outlined the conference's key 
objectives, which include discussing 
the effects of climate change on 
Somali women, emphasizing their 
critical role in addressing 
environmental issues, and enhancing 
their participation in policy-making. 
She expressed a desire to create a 
connected platform for Somali 
women to share their experiences, 
ideas, and sustainable solutions 
regarding climate and environmental
concerns.

The director articulated hopes for 
actionable outcomes from the 
conference, such as 
recommendations that could spur 
political change and social action 
regarding climate issues. She also 
called for the development of a plan to 
empower women to take visible roles 
in climate awareness and action.
Furthermore, Najma advocated for 
establishing a collaborative platform 
that unites the government, civil 
society, youth, and women in 
addressing climate change. She 
underscored the need for a unified 
voice representing Somali women in 
the pursuit of climate justice.

In conclusion, she expressed gratitude 
to all participants and conveyed her 
hopes for a fruitful conference, with 
the generated recommendations and 
ideas leading to effective actions 
against the climate challenges 
facing Somali women.

Najma Khalif 
Mohamed  

Director of SWCC
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Keynote 
Remarks 

Hani Asad Yasin, Director of Programs 
for Action for Environment, addressed 
the Somali Women Climate 
Conference, emphasizing the 
significant challenges posed by 
climate change in Somalia. She 
highlighted the severe impacts of 
recurring droughts and flooding, 
which have led to widespread 
displacement and economic decline, 
particularly affecting agriculture, 
livestock, and fishing sectors.

Hani pointed out that the effects of 
climate change are not experienced 
equally. Somali women, especially 
those in rural areas, bear a 
disproportionate burden. They often 
travel great distances for water and 
resources while managing household 
responsibilities, making them 
particularly vulnerable to 
climate related challenges.

She urged the conference participants 
to support Somali women affected by 
climate change and to ensure their 
voices are included in environmental 
policy discussions. Yasin concluded by 
advocating for genuine climate justice 
for women and expressed gratitude to 
the conference organizers, including 
SWECC, A4E, and OXFAM for 
their support.

This speech resonates with the 
ongoing need for collective action 
towards climate justice and the 
empowerment of women facing 
environmental challenges.

Hani Asad Yasin 
Director of Programs at 
Action for Environment 
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Official 
Opening Remarks 

Hafsa Abdillahi Omar, Director of the 
Department of Climate Change at the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change, officially opened the Somali 
Women Climate Conference with a 
warm welcome. She expressed her 
delight at attending this inaugural 
event, emphasizing the importance of 
addressing climate change. Hafsa was 
particularly inspired by young Somali 
women stepping into vital roles as 
future leaders in this critical fight.

In her remarks, she highlighted the 
severe impacts of climate change on 
Somali communities, including 
widespread displacement and 
escalating conflicts over scarce 
resources like water and grazing land. 
These challenges, she noted, are both 
environmental and social, affecting 
the fabric of communities 
across Somalia.

Hafsa reaffirmed the ministry’s 
commitment to tackling climate 
change through comprehensive 
policies, including the Climate Change 
Policy, the National Adaptation Plan 
(NAP), and the newly launched 
Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDC 3.0), which set ambitious climate 
action targets.  She emphasized the 
ministry’s collaborative efforts, inviting 
diverse stakeholders especially 
women and youth to contribute to 
policy development. This inclusive 
approach ensures the voices of those 
most affected by climate change 
are heard.

In closing, Hafsa called on Somali 
women to unite in solidarity, encour-
aging attendees to actively engage in 
advocacy and action against climate 
change, reinforcing that collective 
efforts can lead to meaningful change 
for communities across Somalia.

Hafsa Abdillahi Omar
Director of Climate 
Change at the MoECC 
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Keynote 
Remarks 

Aisha Abshir addressed the audience, 
highlighting Oxfam Somalia's efforts 
in the climate sector and their support 
for communities impacted by climate 
shocks. Aisha Abshir emphasized the 
importance of collaboration with local 
organizations, such as Action for 
Environment, to effectively reach 
communities and raise awareness 
about climate issues. She noted that 
Oxfam plays a crucial role in building 
the capacities of their partners. 
Specifically, she discussed the AACJ 
Project, which focuses on enhancing 
community awareness about 
environmental issues by actively 
engaging local populations through 
these partnerships. This initiative 
fosters a deeper understanding of 
climate challenges and encourages 
collaborative efforts towards 
sustainable solutions. 

Aisha Abshir
Gender Justice and 

Inclusive Governance 
Lead at Oxfam Somalia

She expressed Oxfam's enthusiasm 
for supporting this important 
conference and their commitment to 
continuing such initiatives. Aisha 
underscored that their work is 
particularly focused on empowering 
women, especially those affected by 
climate shocks, through gender 
responsive and supportive strategies.

In closing, she reiterated the 
importance of collective action and 
expressed her hope for a future where 
communities can thrive despite
climate challenges.
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Presentation 
on the SWCC

Sara Mukhtar Harun, one of the 
organizers of Somali Women Climate 
Conference, delivered a presentation 
on the Somali Women Climate 
Conference. She introduced the 
theme of the year 2025: “Somali 
Women and Climate Justice: A Call to 
Action,”] highlighting its significance 
in amplifying the voices of Somali 
women in the climate discourse.

Sara outlined the conference's 
purpose and objectives, emphasizing 
its importance for Somali women and 
their role in addressing climate 
challenges. She also provided insights 
into the work of Somali Women in 
Environment and Climate Change, 
one of the key organizers of the 
conference, detailing their initiatives 
and contributions to this critical cause.

In addition, Sara encouraged 
participants to engage actively in the 
conference discussions and 
workshops, stressing that their input 
would be invaluable in shaping 
effective strategies for climate action. 
She expressed hope that the 
conference would inspire 
collaboration among women, 
fostering a united front in the fight for 
climate justice in Somalia.

Hafsa Abdillahi Omar, Director of 
Climate Change at the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change of 
the Federal Government of Somalia, 
delivered a comprehensive 
presentation on the country's National 
Climate Change Efforts and Action 
Plans. She provided an overview of 
Somalia's environmental policies, 
highlighting the National Climate 
Change Policy, which establishes a 
framework for the nation’s response to 
climate change. This policy aims to 
build a climate-resilient economy 
through several key strategies, 
including adapting to climate 
impacts, reducing emissions, 
protecting vulnerable communities, 
coordinating climate action, and 
securing funding and capacity
building.

Hafsa also discussed the National 
Transformation Plan (NTP) 2025-2029, 
articulating its vision of a prosperous, 
stable, inclusive, and climate-resilient 
Somalia, aligned with the Centennial 
Vision 2060 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
Additionally, she briefed attendees on 
Somalia's Climate Action Journey 
from 2013 to 2025, touching on the 
progress of the National Adaptation 
Plan (NAP) and the newly 
launched NDC3.0.

Sara 
Mukhtar 
Harun
Organizer of 
the Conference

Hafsa 
Abdillahi 

Omar
Director 

of Climate 
Change at 
the MoECC 

Presentation on National Climate 
Change Efforts and Action Plans
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Presentation on National Climate 
Change Efforts and Action Plans Panel Discussion I: Empowering Somali Women: 

Education and Advocacy for Stronger Voice in 
Decision-Making

The panel moderated by Naima Said 
from Bilan Media focused on 
empowering Somali women through 
education and advocacy to 
strengthen their voices in 
decision-making. The discussion 
featured esteemed panelists: Mariam 
Dini, Founder of Empowered by 
Mariam and UNESCO SDG4 Country 
Representative; Sirad Mohamed, 
Founding Director of Mama Ugaaso 
Foundation; and Ugbad Nour 
Abdilahi, Strategic Planning Advisor 
and Climate Focal Point at the 
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional
Affairs.

Mariam Dini emphasized the critical 
intersection of education and 
advocacy, stating that empowering 
Somali women through education is 
essential for enhancing their ro
les in decision-making processes. She 
highlighted the need for educational 
programs that address both climate
change and women's rights.

Sirad Mohamed underscored the 
importance of community based 
initiatives that support women’s 
health and resilience against climate 
change. She pointed out that local 
organizations play a pivotal role in 
addressing the unique challenges 
faced by women, particularly in rural 
areas, advocating for increased 
collaboration between grassroots 
organizations and government 
entities.

Ugbad Nour Abdilahi stressed the 
necessity of legal and institutional 
reforms to empower Somali women in 
climate policy-making, arguing that 
such reforms are essential for 
ensuring women's participation in 
shaping climate-related laws and
strategies.

The panel concluded with actionable 
steps to elevate women's roles in 
climate resilience and policy design, 
including enhancing education, 
promoting inclusive governance, and 
fostering community development 
initiatives that prioritize women's 
leadership. The session ended with a 
shared commitment to advocating for 
Somali women's voices in 
decision-making processes, 
recognizing their vital role in 
addressing climate challenges.
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Panel Discussion II: Navigating Climate Change: 
The Impact of Climate Change on Somali Women, 
Water, Health, and Food Security

The panel moderated by Farhia 
Mohamud, Director of Banadir TV, 
focused on "Navigating Climate 
Change: The Impact of Climate 
Change on Somali Women, Water, 
Health, and Food Security." The 
discussion featured three esteemed 
panelists: Najma Khalif Mohamed, 
Director of Somali Women in 
Environment and Climate Change; 
Safia Shukri Hilowle, WASH Specialist 
at the Ministry of Health, Federal 
Government of Somalia; and Fatima 
Sheikh Ali, Director of the Somali 
Agricultural Women Association.

Safia Shukri Hilowle addressed how 
climate change affects the spread of 
climate-sensitive diseases in Somalia, 
particularly for women in rural areas 
with limited healthcare access. She 
explained that rising temperatures 
and erratic rainfall exacerbate health 
risks, leading to increased incidences 
of diseases like cholera and malaria.

Fatima Sheikh Ali discussed the 
adaptability of Somali women farmers 
to climate challenges such as 
droughts and floods. She emphasized 
that women are diversifying crops and 
utilizing traditional knowledge to cope 
with these challenges. However, she 
highlighted the need for more 
support in resources, training, and 
financial assistance to ensure food 
security for families and communities.

Najma Khalif Mohamed spoke about 
the challenges Somali women face 
regarding the environment and 
climate, including water shortages 
and environmental degradation. She 
advocated for empowering women to 
lead in environmental protection and 
called for policies that support their 
resilience against climate 
related shocks.

All panelists emphasized the need for 
comprehensive approaches that 
address climate vulnerability and 
improve access to essential services 
like water, health, and food. They 
agreed that strengthening these 
services is vital for enhancing the 
resilience of Somali women, 
particularly in rural areas.

The discussion concluded with a call 
for collaborative efforts to develop and 
implement policies that prioritize 
women's needs and contributions in 
the context of climate change, 
recognizing their critical role in 
fostering community resilience.
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Closing Remarks by Hafsa Abdillahi Omar, 
Director of Climate Change at the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change

Hafsa Abdillahi Omar closed the 
conference by highlighting the urgent 
need to address climate change 
impacts on vulnerable populations, 
particularly Somali women. She 
emphasized the interconnected 
challenges of climate-sensitive 
diseases, food insecurity, and 
limited access to resources.

Omar asserted that empowering 
women is essential for effective 
climate action, stating, “Women are 
key agents of change.” She urged all 
stakeholders government, civil society, 
and international partners to 
collaborate in ensuring women’s 
voices are included in climate policies
and decision-making.

In her concluding remarks, she called 
for frameworks that support women’s 
leadership in environmental 
protection and adaptation. Despite 
the challenges, Omar expressed 
confidence that, through unity and 
commitment, a sustainable future for 
all Somalis is achievable. She thanked 
participants for their engagement 
and encouraged continued 
collaboration to make a meaningful
impact.

15



Activity Three:
Environmental Grant Award

We conducted a competition for the 
Environmental Grant Award, aimed at 
supporting initiatives that align with 
the Climate, Environment, and 
Sustainability Education Grants 
criteria. The goal was to enhance 
community engagement in climate 
action and environmental 
conservation through innovative 
projects.

The Environmental Grant Award 
supported initiatives that promote 
climate action and environmental
education.

The 1st Place winner, Ololaha 
Nadaafada Xeebaha iyo Wacyi gelinta 
Deegaanka (Lido Beach Cleanup 
Campaign), led by Abdisatar Arabow, 
organized beach cleanup events over 
three Fridays in August, 2025. The 
team coordinated with local 
authorities and engaged the 
community through social media and 
flyers. Volunteers collected litter, 
segregated waste, and received 
refreshments as incentives. A 
debriefing session followed to discuss 
impacts and gather feedback. The 
campaign not only cleaned the beach 
but also raised awareness about the 
importance of maintaining clean 
environments, fostering a sense of 
responsibility within the community.

The 2nd Place winner, 
Creative4Climate, a climate art studio 
led by Khadra Ali, conducted a 
two-day art workshop for young 
women, focusing on climate 
awareness through artistic expression. 
Participants created artwork 
reflecting environmental issues using 
supplies purchased with grant funds. 
An exhibition showcased their work, 
and plans to establish a community 
art group for ongoing engagement 
were discussed. The workshop also 
provided a platform for participants to 
share their personal stories and 
experiences related to climate 
change, empowering them to use art 
as a medium for advocacy and 
education in their communities.
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The 3rd Place winner, GeedSoor, led 
by Mohamed Osman, educated 
students on climate action through 
interactive sessions and tree planting 
activities in local schools. Students 
learned about tree care and planted 
native species, with funds used for 
educational materials and supplies. 
The initiative included ongoing
monitoring and maintenance of the 
planted trees. By involving students 
directly in the planting process, the 
initiative instilled a sense of ownership 
and responsibility towards their 
environment, encouraging them to 
become active participants in climate
action beyond the classroom.

These winning grants exemplify 
community engagement and 
environmental education, addressing 
local climate challenges while 
fostering awareness and participation. 
Action for Environment together with 
Oxfam Somalia are proud to support 
their impactful efforts in promoting 
sustainability and climate justice.
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Activity Four: The Success Story of the 
Lido Beach Cleanup Campaign in Mogadishu

The success story documented in a 
captivating video from the Lido Beach 
Cleanup Campaign showcases an 
extraordinary community effort to 
restore one of Somalia's most 
cherished natural assets. Located in 
Mogadishu, Liido Beach has long been 
plagued by pollution, threatening 
marine life, human health, and the 
local economy. However, since the
 collapse of the central government in 
1991, a dedicated group of volunteers 
has risen to the challenge, 
transforming the beach into a cleaner 
and more inviting destination.

Initiated in 2021 by Eng. Abdisatar 
Arabow, this grassroots campaign 
began with a small team of six 
young volunteers who committed to 
cleaning the beach every Friday 
morning at sunrise. Their efforts have 
blossomed into a movement that has 
continued for over 200 consecutive 
weeks, revitalizing the beauty of Liido 
Beach. The Coastal Clean-up and 
Environmental Awareness Campaign 
not only focuses on cleaning the 
beaches but also emphasizes 
educating the community and 
promoting marine environmental 
protection. Today, visitors can enjoy 
the pristine sands and sparkling 
waves, a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of these volunteers.

The campaign has expanded 
significantly, attracting hundreds of 
participants each week, including 
individuals with special needs like Mr. 
Jeylani, who has been a steadfast 
member since the beginning. His 
unwavering commitment exemplifies 
how change can emerge from a few 
dedicated individuals who share a 
common vision for a cleaner 
environment.

Moreover, the initiative promotes 
awareness among local communities 
and businesses about the importance 
of cleanliness and environmental 
stewardship. By fostering 
collaboration among government 
institutions, civil society, students, and 
local entrepreneurs, the campaign 
has become a collective effort that 
embodies community spirit. Active 
participation from diverse groups, 
including youth, women, and families, 
has inspired greater awareness of 
volunteerism and environmental 
conservation.
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Taking place every Friday at 6:00 AM, 
the cleanup sessions occur at a time 
when many are still resting. The young 
volunteers sacrifice their leisure time 
to fulfill this national duty, standing as 
examples of leadership and 
community engagement. Their 
commitment highlights the power of 
collective action in addressing 
environmental challenges and 
restoring the beauty of Somalia’s 
coastline. The Lido Beach Cleanup 
Campaign is not just a cleanup effort; 
it is a movement that embodies hope, 
resilience, and the spirit of community.
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Activity Five: Debate on the Role of Influencers and 
Communities for Climate Justice Solutions in Somalia.

On August 30, 2025, the final event of 
the project focused on the role of 
influencers and communities in 
promoting climate justice solutions in 
Somalia. The debate aimed to engage 
various stakeholders in discussing the 
impact of social media and 
community involvement in 
addressing climate challenges.

Hani Asad Yasin, Director of Pro-
grams at Action for Environment 
(A4E), warmly welcomed participants 
to the debate, emphasizing the 
importance of collaboration and 
dialogue among influencers and
community members to foster
climate action.

The event featured influential 
speakers, including Ahmed Abdi 
Osman, Youth and Climate Change 
Focal Point at the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 
(MoECC), who highlighted the 
government's role in supporting 
youth initiatives; Sagal Ali Ibrahim, a 
prominent social media influencer, 
who discussed the power of digital 
platforms in raising awareness and 
mobilizing communities; and 
Abdishakur Daaha, a climate 
storyteller, who shared compelling 
narratives that connect local 
communities to global climate issues.

The debate was characterized by an 
informal and friendly atmosphere, 
reflecting Somali cultural norms that 
encourage open dialogue. All 
participants were given the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, 
contributing to a vibrant discussion on 
the responsibilities of influencers and 
communities in promoting climate 
justice. This informal setting fostered 
engaging conversations, making the 
discussions particularly lively 
and insightful.

Hani Asad Yasin closed the debate by 
expressing gratitude to the guest 
speakers and all participants for their 
valuable contributions. The event 
successfully highlighted the critical 
role of influencers and community 
engagement in addressing climate 
justice solutions in Somalia, providing 
a platform for ongoing dialogue 
and collaboration.
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Conclusion
The series of activities we carried out 
focused on empowering influencers 
and communities for climate justice 
solutions in Somalia has underscored 
the strong commitment of local 
communities, particularly women and 
youth, to address the challenges 
posed by climate change. The 
workshop emphasized the pivotal 
roles that communities play in climate 
action, while the Somali Women 
Climate Conference actively engaged 
women in decision-making processes.

The Environmental Grant Award 
competition showcased innovative 
grassroots initiatives that fostered 
community engagement and 
education, exemplified by the 
successful Lido Beach Cleanup 
Campaign. Additionally, the debate 
highlighted the critical collaboration 
between influencers and community 
members in advancing climate
justice.
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Moving forward, it is essential to build 
on this momentum through 
continued collaboration among 
government, civil society, and 
community stakeholders. By 
amplifying the voices of those most 
affected by climate change, Somalia 
can work toward a sustainable and 
equitable future, ensuring that the 
commitment demonstrated in these 
events translates into impactful 
action for climate justice.



Photo Gallery

23



Contact 
Details 

Phone
(+252) 612222200
(+254) 759861285

Mail
info@a4environment.org

Website
a4environment.org

Second Office
Wood Avenue, 402, Hays Suits, 
Kilimani, Nairobi, Kenya

HQ Office
303 Muna Apartment Taleh Street, 
Hodan. Mogadishu, Somalia


